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MATTERS OF INTEREST TO
FARMERS.

ley. But last year the American farmer
exported 7,680,331 bushels of barley,
while but 837,384 bushels were im
ported. On corn Mr. Dingley favors
a tariff of 15 cents a bushel. How this

THREE SUCCESSFUL FARMERS.

Tfaree of the best farmers in Illinois"
says the Chicago Times-Herald- , "are
women, and they own three of the
finest farms in the state. They are the
Misses Gillett Nina, Amy, and Jesse
each of whom owns and manages a
farm six times as large as Lincoln
Park, and their farms are said to be
the largest operated by unmarried
girls. For miles around Elkhart stretch
the lands which they manage, and al-

though by their efforts the work has
been so well systematized that they
are able to spend a few months each
year in Europe, California, or Mexico,
nothing of any consequence is done
without their approval and advice.
' 4The fact that their farms are so

good is due in great part to the per-
sonal attention which they give to their
lands. Each is a practical agricultur-
ist, and by their efforts they have
greatly increased the value of their
lands since they first assumed personal
direction of them. During the spring
and early summer they are on their
farms with no thought of Pai is, think
ing only of their crops. Up and at
work, sometimes as early as five o'clock
in tho morning, few would recognize
the dashing belles of London, Paris, or
Washington in the farmers who ride
thirty or forty miles a day over their
farms inspecting the work of their
men and giving advice and direc
tions."

distributed by means of nursery stock
which is sent from one State or locality
to another. It is also spread locally
by being carried by the wind and on
the feet of birds, etc , so that if but a
single tree is infested at the time of
planting, so great is its reproductive
power, it may soon spread until the
entire orchard is infested. It has been
ascertained that the progeny of a single
female, during a single season, may
amount to more than three billions of
individuals.

Thus it will be seen that the greatest
care should be exercised in this matter,
not only by the nurs3rymen, but by
each individual planter.

As a further precaution and as a
matter of self protection, Indiana
should follow the example of Ohio and
Illinois in passing a law, making the
sale or offering for sale, or harboring
trees or plants infested with this or
other noxious insects a misdemeanor
punishable by a suitable fine. It should
then be placed in the hands of a com
petent entomologist who will see that
the law is enforced. James Troop.

Purdue University Station.

MISSOURI FRUIT PRODUCTION.

Statement showing the number of
acres in apple and peach orchards, and
estimated production of fruit for the
year 1897, in the great fruit growing
district of South Missouri, on the line
of the Kansas City, Fort Scott and
Memphis Railroad, Springfield to
Thay er, inclusive :

PQULTBY YABD
THE VALUE OF GREEN FOOD.

Birds are now running out and the
close- - confinement of the long winter
months is at an end. Unless precau-
tions were taken last fall to sow ycur
yards with rye, they will look from
morning until night for what they
most need, and that is green food. Bare
yards are not inviting at any season,
and more especially is this true in these
early spring days.

Too much grain, too much meal and
too much of all fattening foods have
been given during the cold months. A
little extra green food is what your
layers need, and also what your males
need to make them more vigorous and
put them in better general health.
Search your cellars for what you may
have left over potatoes, apples,
turnips, cabbage, anything that ia
green will be most acceptable to your
feathered pets. Country Gentleman.

We once knew a good farmer who
when he found a toad on any part of
his farm, took pains to catch it and re-

move it to his garden. He said that in
this way his garden became so stocked
with toads that they destroyed thou-
sands of insects with no cost or trouble
to himself. It is a very interesting
sight to see the toad helping himself to
insects. Sluggish as he appears when-
ever an insect comes within reach.of
his long tongue, it is darted out and
that insect is seen no more. They will
eat potato bug larva, but we never saw
them attack the malodorous bugs that
attack melons, squashes and cucum-
bers.

-
A MAMMOUTH INCUBATOR.

Qg NATIONAL FARMERS' ALLI-
ANCE AND INDUSTRIAL

UNION.

President Mann Page, Brandon,
a.
Vice President C. Vincent, Indian-poli3-,

Ind.
Secretary Treasurer W. P. Bricker,

bgan Station, Pa.
LECTURERS.

J. P. Soppamcn, Charlotte, N. C.
Hamlin V. Poore, Bird Island, Minn.
F. H. Peirsol, Parkersburg, W. Va.
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

ilann Page, Brandon, Va ; R. A.
outhworth, Denver, Col.; John
fc, W. Va ; A. B. Welch, New York;
7. A. Gardner, Andrew's Settlement,
a.

JUDICIARY.

S. a. Bouthworth, Denver, Coio.
3. W. Beck, Alabama.
U. P. Davie, Kentucky.

3Rfi ;ABCU5a FAUMEKS' 8TATB ALLI-
ANCE.

I resident Dr. Cyras Thompson,
icblands, N C.
Vice-- P resident Jno. Graham,Ridge- -

retary-Treasurer- 8. Barnes,
ilisboro, N. C.
Lecturer J. T. B. Hoover, Elm City,
0

Seward Dr. V. N. Seawell, Villa- -

Cfcaolam Rev. P. H. Massey, Dur- -

.iin, N. C
Door keeper Geo. T. Lane, Greens- -

ro, N. C.
Assistant Dour-keepe- r Jas. E. Lyon,
urhva, N. C.
Sergeant at-Arm- a A. D. K. Wallace,
utherfcr ton, N. C.
State Business Agent T. Ivey, mils

' iro, N. C.
Trustee Businesa Agency Fund W.
Graham, Machpelan, N. C.

crcrnvx committee cr the north
UEOUNA FARMERS' STATE ALLIANCE.

A. F. Hileman, Concord, N. C. ; N.
English, Trinity, N. C; Jamea M.

. e'.vborce, Kins .on, N. C.

ATK ALClAHPa JUDICIARY TOMMJTTES,

John Brady, Gatesville, N. C. ; Dr.
F. Harrell, Whiteville, N. C; T. J.
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Correspondence of the Progressive Fanner.
We, menjhersof the Border Alliance,

were eo well pleased with the gentle
man who made us the speech of wel-

come in behalf of the citizens of Ox-

ford, that we voted him a judge.
Where is he now f A paid attorney for
the Duke;; at least he resigned his
judgeship for that purpose.

A small crop of tobacco will be
planted in Alamance. But the destruc
tion of the tobacco crops in Cuba and
the Phillipine Islands may somewhat
stimulate the market and cause a larger
planting than is now intended, as plants
are plentiful.

The tobacco market now shows a
slight upward tendency, the weed
selling for double what it did a few
weeks ago. Is there any other com
mcdity that varies so much in price?
Can any means be devised to make the
tobacco market more steady ? If any
one knows of any plan, means or way,
et us hear from them through The
Progressive Farmer.

The late cold spell has nearly de
stroyed the fruit crop in Alamance.
Few cherries, peaches, pears or plums
are left. A few apples still remain,
but the shedding, or dropping in May
will ba great. The grape crop is also
njured. Beans and early corn was

killed to the ground in many places.
Farmers are well advanced in corn
planting. A large crop of sorghum
will be planted and a greater effort
than usual made to raise all home sup
plies. The prospects for a good crop
of wheat and oats is unusually fine.

Chicken cholera in this section has
prevailed to some extent. It was caused
by neglecting the roosts, letting the
hens become infested with vermin (lice
and red mitee), and feeding upon whole
cor a. To prevent cholera, provide dry
roosts, keep them clean from the drop-
pings, oil the roosting poles with kero
sene. Whitewash the hen housea,placo a
leaf of tobacco in the bottom of each
nest. This will prevent lice. To cure
cholera, kill all the fowls, either chick-
ens, turkeys or guinea fowls that will
not eat their food, and either burn their
dead bodies up or bury, them deeply in
the ground. Separate all the sick ones
from thote that are well. Give them
a variety of food, mixed with common
salts, and a small quantitj of carbolic
acid in their drinking water, and pro
vide plenty of coarse sand or gravel
for their walka. Do this and some of
your chickens that are sick may get
well, and the disease by care may bo
eliminated from your fowls. My read
ere will please excuse my again bring-
ing to tbi3 notice the simple remedy of
usiDg salts ((or I claim the credit of
first bringing it to the notice of the
public through the columns of The
Progressive Farmer teveral years
ago (some time prior to the experi
ments made at the Agricultural Sta-
tion). B. F. White.

Permanent improvement of the farm
is half the profit. So long as the farm
is growing better, the owner Deed not
complain, even though his bank ac
count fails to grow. In the long run it
will pay bettor to neglect the bank ac
count than the farm. When farm and
stock are at their best, then it is soon
enough to invest the surplus elsewhere

DINGLEY AND THE FARMER.

The humorous element in the Ding
ley tariff bill now being considered by
the United States Senate is now related
perhaps more directly to the farmer
than to any other class for it is a pal
pable attempt to curry favor with the
agriculturist without helping him or
taking away from any other portion of
the community, a thing which cannot
be said of the bill in its relation to the
manufacturer. Indeed, the Dingley
biil, in eo far as it may affect the
American farmer helpfully is eo much
cheap buncombe, and that the agricul
tural classes will be taken in by so pal
pable a trick is not to be believed for a
moment. In view of the plain and un
miatakablo statement of the granges
of the country to the t fleet that an im
port tariff, high or low, could not bene-
fit the farmer, Mr. Dingley 's insistance
upon his ill conceived measure is hardly
consistent with his professions.

A glance at the statement of exports
and imports issued by the Treasury
Department indicates how one sided an
affair the high duty tariff is. Mr. Ding-
ley, with a great flourish of trumpets,
proclaiming his undying loyalty to the
American farmer, puis a duty of SO

cents a bushel on barley, to protect the
farmer from the cheap Euro peon bar

will swell the coffers of the farmer is
shown by the fact that in 1896 4.838
bushels were imported, while we sent
out to the hungry world 99,992,835
bushels 1 And oats must be protected,
too, or the first thing we know we shall
be feeding our live stock on stuff grown
by those dreaded foreign paupers. Last
year we were overwhelmed with im- -

rjbrtations, amounting to 47,506 bush
ele, while we exported the insignificant
bagatelle of 13 012.590 bushels? And
rye: we are menaced with a repetition
of last year's awful experience, when
154 bushels of rye were shipped into
country while the unconscious victims
slept. But Mr. Dingley hastens to the
rescue with a tariff of 10 cents a bushel
on rye, so that the American farmer,
who exported 958,466 bushels, may not
again be in danger of complete com
mercial annihilation!

Nor is the dairy man forgotten.
There were exported 19 373,913 pounds
of butter last year, and foreigners suc-
ceeded in getting into this country 52,.-06-7

pounds of the product of their pau
per cows. Hereafter 6 cents a pound
will Eerve to check this disastrous
flood.

To eummarfz9: the total value of im
ports for 1896 of barley, corn, oats,
wheat, rye, potatoes, flour and butter
aggregated $1,861,553, while the exports
foot up the magnificent total of $139,
923,632. With exports exceeding im
ports by nearly 100 times, how can an
import duty help the farmer? And if
this measure succeed in creating a
spirit of retaliation which will result in
lessening the export trade, who may
estimate the injury it may do to our
agricultural interests? The Farmer's
V.ice.

The cows, pigs, and hens should
clothe tho familv and cav taxea and t

grocery bills; al30, in this way a man
may begin on a run down farm, and by
a wise and careful use of the barn
manure, helped out by a little fertilizer,
can keep the farm continually improv-
ing. Let him be sure his stock is good
stock.

IMPROVING THE SOIL.

A writer in an exchange ppeaks very
decidedly against buying poor land,
and this is all right if good soil is in
reach of the man's pocketbock; but
the satisfaction of owning the soil and
being out of debt will compensate a
man for a gocd deal of labor, patience
and study in improving poor soil.
There is no soil upon which anything
has ever grown, that cannot be made
again productive.

Much judgment must be used in
such cases. The man must throw
aside the idea that the farm on which
he was raised cr has worked for years
is the standard and that soil which will
not produce the same crops with the
same treatment is poor soil.

Any man should be able to tell
whether or not the soil needed drain
ing, and if it does the operation is-ver-

sinple and Icfs expensive than clearing
the rocks from some fields. In seme
cases eoila that will produce nothing of
value are fitted for almost any crop by
simply taking out the surplus water.
In direct contrast with these we find
dry, sandy areas some of which have
been brought as near to ruin as human
ingenuity could place them, by deep
plowing when that was believed to be
the cure for all deficiencies. What
such soils need is shallow plowing and
the soil below where the plow goes kept
as hard as can bo. A dressing of clay,
fine loam or coal ashes would improve
the texture of such soil, but where this
is too expensive any kind of manure
may be plowed in and turnips, clover,
rye or any other crop that will grow
there sown and fed off by sheep or
young stcck. This method will leave
the fertility on the field, pack the soil
down and fill it with vegetable matter.

Tho avidity with which laying hens
will eat crushed egg shells shows how
necessary they are in the hen's econ
omy for egg production. There is no
better way to supply lime required for
egg shells than this. The shells in the
gizzard also act as grit, enabling it to
digest food. The only care in feeding
is to cruh the shell thoroughly, so that
its likeness to the egg may not be seen.
Where egg shells are thrown out with-
out being crushed, the fowls soon learn
the habit of picking at the shells on
eggs, and from this they quickly be
come egg eaters, a habit which once
formed is never forgotten.

GROWING FIELD PEAS.

Considering the ease and certainty
with which the pea crop may be grown,
it is surprising that it is not more sown
than it is. Field peas will yield 20 to
30 bushels per acre on good land. If
grown with oats, so as to keep the vines
from falling on the ground and mil
dewing, the forage makes a valuable
feed for cows, sheep or horses in win-

ter. The pea straw is very rich in
matter, thus making a

good and cheap supplementary food
with corn stalks, either cured and dried
or made into silage. The pea grain is
the best early feed for hogs. Ic U the
best of all grains topromote growth of
frame, as the pea contains both lime
and nitrogenous or muscle forming
matter. The peas are often sown with
the expectation that they will be har
vested by hogs. This may seem to be
wasteful, as mors or less of the peas
will be trodden into the soft soil. But
if the hogs are left with their noses free
to root very few peas will escape their
search. The pea crop to be thus har
vested is especially adapted to growing
in orchards, as the nitrogenous fertility
will constantly increase under this
management. The soil will also be
kept loose so that it will fill with moist-
ure, and the pea vines in summer will
shade the soil and prevent evaporation,
thus retaining water that the soil has
received in winter.

Id.OJbiXICTJLTXJKE
THE SAN JOSE SCALE.

There are many species of scale in
sects which infest fruit and ornamental
plants to a greater or less extent, but
of all those known to the entomologist
at the present time, the San Jose
(Aspidiotu8 pemiciosua, Comstocfe), is
the most to be dreaded on account of
its destructive character, the rapidity
with which it increases and the diffi-
culty with which it may be eradicated
when once it has become established.

It is only a few years since thi3 pest
was introduced into eome of the nur
series of the eastern States from Cali
fornia, through the carelessness of one
or two nurserymen in not thoroughly
disinfecting the stock sent, out. From
these nurseries ic has been widely scat-
tered, and recent investigations have
shown that it is already present in a
number of orchards in Ohio and 111!

nois, brought there by shipments of
trees from these infested nurseries.
It has been found in some of the south-
ern Indiana counties, and unlees vigor
ous measures are adopted very soon, the
loss to the fruit growers of this state
from this cause must necessarily be
very great. Judging from the many
specimens of scale infested branches
received by the experiment station
during the past season, it is very evi-

dent that, little is known concerning
this scale by the fruit growers of In
diana in general.

The San Jose scale is much smaller
and of a difierent shape, the femalo be
ing nearly circular in outline, than the
oyster shell or bark louse, while the
others mentioned are readily distin-
guished by the naked eye.

As already stated, this pest becomes

COUKTY.

Greene J7.V" 8 0WT 600 4 500 80 000 37.090

Webster... 7 Of0 500 3 000 100 60 000 7.800

Wright 4 000 1,800 3 000 900 70 000 67,500

Texas 6,500 2.0C0 4 000 1.000 80 000 112.500

HoweU...., 8 000 SOCO 5 000 2.000 100 000 150,000

Oregon 1.C00 1CG0 730 500 15,000 37.500

Totals..... 31.330 8.6i.O 30250 5.000 405.000 412.500
m

THE ORCHARD SITE.

The location of the orchard is always
an important item. Of course, it must
be chosen from such land ae one has,
and while it may not be the best, yet
a little care in selecting and planning
may at least prevent it from being the
worst.

One item that always should be
looked after is prevention from the
prevailing winds, as exposure to hard
winds often injures the beeswax in the
spring, and in a measure prevents the
setting of fruit; and again, in the fall,
winds .do considerable damage by
blowing off the fruit or breaking down
the heavily loaded limbs. In fact, in
very many cases rather than allow an
orchard to grow in an exposed situa-
tion, in a majority of cases it will be
best to plant a row of trees especially
as a protection from the north and
west winds. In some localities a north-
ern exposure is considered best, as the
blossoming is retarded to some extent
at least in the spring, and the danger
from late spring frost is considerably
reduced.

One item that should always be con
sidered is good drainage. There are
few, if any, varieties that do wtll in
what may be termed a wet soil, and in
some way good drainage b'ould always
be provided.

When it can be done, it is best to se-

lect a site a little back from the public
road, as after the orchard comes into
bearing more or less loss will ba occa-

sioned by passers by. Not so much in
the amount of fruit they will eat or
carry away, but to the fence in coming
in and going out, and the trees and
fruit in knocking c ff particular speci
mens they may take a fancy to. When
it can be secured a deep soil is always
preferable, as in nearly or quite all
cases trees growing in a deepjsoil euffer
less from climate in summer. A light,
clayey loam with some lime in it makes
a good soil for nearly or quite all
kinds of fruits, although a good
loamy soil, if reasonably rich, give
good results.

The February report of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, makes the num-
ber of milch cows 13.942,000, valued at
$23 16, and of other cattle, 30,509,000,
of average value of $16 54. The total
is lesp, by more than five million, than
was reported in the census made six
years ago.

On the duck farm of Mr. Wm. H.
Truslow, at Stroudsburg, Pa. , there ia
in operation an incubator that has a
capacity of 50,000 hen eggs, or 40,000
duck eggs. Mr. Truslow runs a duck
farm, and therefore this incubator is
exclusively devoted to hatching ducks.
It is arranged to maintain the tempera-
ture at about 101 deg. F. , and this is
flrmA wit.h crAatftr rtaintv and rflsru- -

larity than has ever before been at-

tained. This mammoth incubator is
patented by Mr. Cyphers and is in-

tended to enable the production of
enormous quantities of poultry with a
degree of expense smaller than has
hitherto been possible.

Very few persons have any idea of
the enormous p03sibilites that lie in
the d irection of poultry production in
the United States, and especially in
these Southern States. We shall get to
it after a while, when we begin to
think a little less of cotton, cane and
rice a little more of the good things to
eat that we can produce on our own
farms. The people of the other States
are already appreciating this and are
very willing to take the proceeds of
our cotton cropa and of our cane crops
for the canned goods that they are
shipping in to us, by the car load and
by the train load, every day. South-
ern Farmer. '

It is a general rule in farming that
the same crop should never be grown
on land: two years in succession. With
most crops exhaustion of the kinds of
plant food required by the crop makes
this rule imperative. Tne second crop
is so far inferior that it does not yield
a profit. But corn derives its nutrition
so largely from the air that it can be
grown in succession eo far as the sup-

ply of plant food is concerned. But it
is found in the West where this policy
has been mostly practiced that the
smut on stalks and ears is so greatly
increased as in some cases to take one-fift- h

more of the crop. The smut spores
live in the soil through the winter, and
are ready to attack the corn very early
if planted on the ground where corn
was grown the year before.

RESOLUTION.

Southern Pines, N. C ,
April 30, 1897.

At a call meeting of the Mooro
County Farmers' Alliance, which met
on March 4th, the following resolu
tion was adopted, v'z:

Whereas, The shoe factory at Hills-bor- o,

a project of the State Alliance,
is now idle for the want of the required
funda to carry on the busines; and,
whereas, the sum of $10,000 still re-

mains in the hands of our Trustee of
the Business Agency fund, and we eea
no disadvantage in using said fund for
running the shoe factory, therefore, .

Resolved. That we recommend thai
our State Executive Committee draw
the necessary funds to start the fac-
tory without delay. J. . 11. Tyson,

Szal Secretary Treasurer.

uiiicr. Acton. N. U.

tab Carolina Reform Press Association.
Oncers J. L. Ramsey, President;
zricn Butler, Vice-Preside- nt ; W. 8.
imes, Secretary,

PAPERS.
. sriv Fanner. Stte OrgJi, Raleigh, N. O--

,eeia. J?.a,Kh 9r
year- Hickory, N. C.

. , jtjeri - Whltskers, N. C.
j dc'rEns, Beaver Dam. N. C.
is P'V.ullt, Lnmberton, N. C.
ie Pole's Paper, Charlotte, N. C.

" .e Vt;tlbule, Concord, N. C.
:e Pio-j- - Boy. Wadeeboro, N. C.
roiiua Watchman, Salisbury, N. C.

Kar. of the above-name- d papers are
Quested to keep the list standing on
f first page and add others, provided
ey are duly elected. Any paper fail-- g

to advocate the Qcala platform will
dropped from the list promptly. Our
opie nan now see what papers are
blinked in their interest.

Do not expect to grow healthful trees
r a long number of years on the eame
ot of ground, without adding some
rtiiity to the soil.
The superiority of beef breeds of ani

appears to be largely duo to their
ndncy to mature early, and to pro
:ce beef of high quality.
Quite as important as the farmer's
tergy and muscle are his wife's brains
ii aod sense. Many a stupid farmer
vi been pushed into success by a
asrt, ambitious wife.
Combine bee keeping with fruit
oving, and you can moro easily pro
ire two crops from the same land;
id this double cropping requires no
Iditional fertilizing, is not exhaustive,
imandfl no extra plowing or cultiva
3a. Few crops ask so little outlay as
e heney crop.
When the farmer has the product of
e corn field in his silo ho holds the
ork of feeding in the palm of his hand,
it were It certainly seems that the

Sold vantages and impracticable fea
res of the fodder-fe6dio- g question on
la?K9 are by the silo almost

holly overcome.
To be c ffective mineral manures for
rir; and summer crops must be ap

K-- d early. They need some of the
r-- 'g rins to dissolve the fertilizar so
fit the plant roots can make use of it.

-- s:drs, as weather and soil become
'rm and dry there is leas need of the
rt;,i;z-T- , aa the soil itself releases more
itdowu fertility under suchcondi

13 miUiori-d- c z3n eggs were im
rted into the United States last year.
l:s wi uld indicate that the American
Q ia not doing her uty, Gr rather
at the owners of the American hen

- a not feeding her up to the point
iere he can do her (

duty. Hens
1st have a variety ol reed or they

V.U not lay bait as many' eggs as they
1 under PP COQUl"-- e.


